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Exploring Dignity

Tutorial  ||

With Sheena Calvert.
And Margherita Brooke-Huntley; Roshini Daswani; Stefan Georgiou; Natalie Grogan; San-
dra Pang; Michelle Mac; Christopher James Markland; Kate McPartland; Lok Man Ngan;               
Melanie Rodriguez; Mihhail Romanov; Yoo Mi Song.

Feel free to use as 
notepad.





First word in your 
head

____________________

Or more:



Definition(s)

Wikipedia
Dignity as a matter of philosophy, religion, human rights, medicine, and law.
to signify that a being has an innate right to respect and ethical treatment.

According to Arthur Schopenhauer objective definition of dignity is opinion of others about 
our worth and subjective definition of dignity is our fear from this opinion of others.

Dictionary (MAC)
The state or quality of being worthy of honor or respect : a man of dignity and unbending 
principle | the dignity of labor.
• a composed or serious manner or style : he bowed with great dignity.
• a sense of pride in oneself; self-respect : it was beneath his dignity to shout.
• a high or honorable rank or position : he promised dignities to the nobles in return for his 
rival’s murder.

ORIGIN Middle English : from Old French dignete, from Latin dignitas, from dignus ‘worthy.’
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Wikipedia (German)
The notion ‘Dignity’ denotes the property to have a singular purpose-to-be (‘Seinsbestim-
mung’). It can be attributed to one being, to a system of beings, or to a natural or human 
creation. The purpose-to-be of humans is mostly understood in a moral sense or as a high 
rank in hierarchy of values/ a primacy of people.
Traditionally the notion was also applied to political or social entities, e.g. to the Roman 
State and its citizens, or to social status, e.g. inherited aristocracy.
In more recent literature also appears the idea of the Dignity of Nature, even of all living be-
ings. The notion of ‘human dignity’ designates the specific purpose-to-be that differentiates 
Man (=humans) from all other creatures.



                AS

    Wesensmerkmal     /   Gestaltungsauftrag

The idea that dignity is an inborn/inherent characteristic of ‘being’                                                                          The idea that dignity is not inherently there, but that it must be
(in german ‘Wesen’ can also mean creature, substance, entity etc.)                                                                                  brought into existence, that it is a ‘creation-mission’.
                      (‘Gestaltung’ in German also designates the act of designing, of  
                                creating, of forming. ‘Auftrag’ can also mean assignment, order  
                                        or task)

*categorisation found in J. Wetz, 2011
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It may be more a ques-
tion of how much a 
sense of dignity has 
had the chance to 
grow and to be built 
within a thing. As 
soon as it is there it is 
also externalised, and 
it is being expressed 
by the person, by the 
thing, by the exist-
ence. It becomes ex-
periencable, it may be 



looked at as/ called 
‘pride’, maybe some-
times harmony, may-
be sometimes beauty 
(But these again seem 
to be the result rath-
er than the cause, and 
‘harmony’ or ‘beauty’ 
are dangerous words, 
if taken in a narrow 
sense.) “Visual >-/-/-< Dignity” seen from different perspectives: a) Can 

visual outcomes present a sense of Dignity? E.g. Can a poster be said to be dignified and 
present/inspire dignity, or on the contrary be said to violate dignity? b) Is Dignity ‘beauti-
ful’, does Dignity make ‘beautiful’? c) The visual as possibly being a discriminatory attribute, 
‘ugliness’=’worthlessness’, ‘ “minor” visual characteristics’= ‘less worthy of dignity’, E.g. En-
tartete Kunst > Nazis.



Dignity, present?
The presence of dignity. We know when dignity is there, we can sense it. We can also 
sense it when it is not there, maybe then, even, it emerges more heavily, becomes even 

more present; when it is violated, when it is su-
pressed, when the at-
tempt is made to ex-
terminate it. Then, it 
leaves a void, that can-
not be filled, cannot 
be replaced by any-
thing else than itself. 
It will always ‘be’ even 
if its only its negative 
space, its hole, that re-



mains, because it will 
always be the hole of 
dignity and nothing 
else.
Dignity/Presence, Presence/Dignity.
It is important to realise that the word ‘dignity’ can be used in many ways, and through writ-
ing down these thoughts I realise more and more that it is important not to confuse these 
slight differences in meaning and usage.

the dignity that things seem to come into existence with, that inborn worth/value that comes 
from them ‘being’ alone. It is always there and can never cease to be, even when it is violat-

ed. It is present even without being expressed. Most interestingly it does 
not even have to be 
expressed to neverthe-
less be external and of 
external worth. It is always in between 
things/beings, without ‘being’ outside itself (as a thing). It is inborn, part of the thing as soon 
as it exists, (and can even just exist as such if the thing/being exists solely for and by itself in 
an imaginated white box, when he is related to nothing). And yet, even then, it is external, 
and rather seems to float around him, than be internal. Inborn but not Internal, Inborn but 
External. External even when in relation to nothing, external even when in relation with 
void. Dignity does not need to be experienced by anything outside of the thing/being to nev-
ertheless ‘be’. It just needs the existence of things. Maybe not even that? Maybe I am going 
to far, and I, at this point just need a break from this train of thought.
How else is the word ‘dignity’ used? Not only as that most existential of values, that most 
fundamental of attributes of things existing (an attribute that does not even care whether it 



is violated or not, as it exists anyhow) but also as part of the character of a thing, as a more 
or less expressed, judgeable impression. It can vary in its intensity, in its degree of existence 
within a thing, it can be more or less there, more or less experiancable. As if things could be 
on a lower or higher step on the ladder of the ‘Gestaltungsauftrag’, on the ladder to achieve 
dignity for themselves, which they would automatically radiate. (In comparison to humans, 
things do not have the ability to improve or degrade their dignity, they have the fundamen-
tal, existential dignity, that always ‘is’, but they are not autonomous in the furthering of that 
dignity and cannot claim the power over that attribute, they possess it, or they are accorded 
dignity, when they are created, they express it too, but they do not themselves ‘do’ anything 
with it). Dignity seen as part of the character of things, is concentrated on the expression and 
impression of dignity. Dignity is seen more from someone external looking at the other look-
ing for dignity, or sensing its dignity.

i need a break. 

Is there something like 
a very subtle, almost 
ungraspable, difficult 
to point towards, vio-
lation of our dignity 
and the dignity of our 
environment/culture, 
in everyday life?



“Human dignity shall 
be inviolable. To re-
spect and protect it 
shall be the duty of all 
state authority.”

*German constitution. 
Article 1, paragraph 1.







In our culture, our society, in ‘a’ society: Where 
does a ‘value’ like dignity stand? Is it even a ‘val-
ue’? How fundamental is its fundamentality? 
How real is its reality? How do we treat it, how 
is it treated?

Whoever creates, creates dignity. Or not. Or 
what?



In our culture, our society, in ‘a’ society: Where 
does a ‘value’ like dignity stand? Is it even a ‘val-
ue’? How fundamental is its fundamentality? 
How real is its reality? How do we treat it, how 
is it treated?

Whoever creates, creates dignity. Or not. Or 
what?






